[image: image1.emf]
[image: image8.emf]

[image: image2.jpg]



                 Creating Local Connections in West Africa- Nigeria participated actively during the World AIDS day celebration across Nigeria. Events such as conferences, rally, open forums were used to deliver important message for the youth. On his own part the National Coordinator of CLCWA Nigeria was available to provide information on the project and how youth could participate.
CLCWA Nigeria awards youths for their immense contribution to youth and community development. This award was won by two young ladies who emerged as winners for the Youth Media and Social enterprise. The theme of last month was on Health and Wellness.

A 6 day workshop on ICT in Leadership and ICT in Entrepreneurship was put together by a national volunteer trainer Mr. Leke Obadimu and the Ogun State coordinator of CLCWA Mr Bernard Olajide. The training provided  opportunity for 22 young girls to be trained using the facilities of Abeokuta Grammar School. This is the first time a peer-led ICT Capacity building will be conducted by a national volunteer trainer without the physical presence of the National Coordinator. We have also challenged youth and communities to identify and partner with the project in this kind of new training implementation strategy.
To wind up the 2007 activities; CLCWA Nigeria organized a 3 day peer-led ICT Capacity building workshop for group of community youth in Calabar Cross River State. The participants were young people who had never used computer before.
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Please visit the following link for more photos on the National Youth Meeting: http://projects.takingitglobal.org/clcwestafrica-nigeria/photos
Meet the winners of Oct- November CLCWA Nigeria Award.
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Sarah Mbah- Rivers State- Youth Media Category
Sarah B.C. Mbah is a 22yrs. Old female hailed from Ikwerre LGA, an active Youth Volunteer and trained Peer Educator with Planned Parenthood Federation of Nigeria and Youth Profile, also a Practical and Certified First Aider with Nigeria Red Cross Society. She has a Diploma in Computer Appreciation and Application from ABCON Computers, Diploma in Computing from University of Lagos Computer Centre Affiliate: Specialty Computer Centre. She is currently undergoing an Advanced Diploma in Computing with University of Lagos Computer Centre Affiliate: Specialty Computer Centre which she intends to further to a B SC. She is an Artist in the making through Fine and Creative Art Course at the Rivers State Council for Art and Culture. Her services include Advocacy, Peer and Reproductive Health Education, Trainings, First Aid and Voluntary health work.
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Mercy Ihekoronye- Lagos State – Social Enterprise
Mercy Ihekoronye is  a 24 yr old  biochemist. She holds a Bsc in biochemistry, from Nnamdi Azikiwe University Awka –Anambra Nigeria. And a member of TakingITglobal. She is also a member of a group called Health and Peace awareness under the TIG platform.   Mercy personal ambition is; To be visionary, influential, innovative, and take necessary risks in serving my organization and community, Nigeria and beyond, through my vocation and with application of my energies in activities that will improve the health and well-being of the people that I serve. I want to develop my capacity to be able to cope with adversity, to have integrity, to be open to influence, and to be flexible. I want to be able to manage conflicts and harness the resources at my disposal for the good of my family, my organization, my community, Nigeria, and beyond. As a stepping-stone to this, I want to attain a height of professionalism in community health practice and global public health. I intend to work in a results-oriented team network; and embrace new and more innovative ways to achieve my career fulfillment through participatory action and community mobilization for health and developmental activities.

EDITORIAL BY MS BLESSING ELI ANYAORGU

THE RIGHT OF A CHILD NEVER BE DENIED!

Oh! What a child?

The right to life? they said
No, not everyone has that, they said.
The education tells us so.
Only those of us who deserve it -
the civilized race,
they said.

I tried silence, trapped behind wires that
burn a person to death,
barbed and tall - to keep them out,
or us in, I wondered.

And so it went, teachers
teaching their pupils the virtue
of conformity
of superiority
discrimination.

And then one day I said,

better days will come, you know
they smiled and said, yes they will, we know
when all the Kamikaze  are dead.

I said, how do you know?
And they said, because the education tells us so.
And I kept silent. 

Child and alone, in a school of Peekaboo,
but I asked, why do only you deserve to live
and others must die for being different?
And they said, because the education tells us so.
And I kept silent.

For days, weeks, months, lifetimes,
we got up and counts 
we went to school to know
and I asked, why do I have to go to school?
And they said, because the education tells us so.


And I kept silent.

One day during class, the teacher,
reflected on happy memories 
back home in Oz, of Study drives
on the way, shooting!

Silence left me

and I said that's wrong.
And they said, no.

But before they could tell me about education
I argued back!


Better days will come, I said
and nothing can stop it.

Alone and a child 
against a school of self-importance and fear,
I submitted to punishment for my study.

Kneeling on sugar in winter
stacked books on my outstretched arms
hours became days
cutting grass with blunt scissors
boxed in solitary confinement
days became weeks
pages and pages of Revelations
written out over and over
because the education tells us so.

But silence had left me.

And I argued back each time.

Until I had no right to live.

I was not civilized and deserving.
I was their captive kamikaze!


Kept in their zoo behind wires that bite and sting
made to suffer for my difference.
Why do you despise me? I asked them
and they answered, 
because you are different,
you are a threat.

But why? I asked in my despair
with no way out, no chance for life,
because the education  tells us so,
They said.

And one day I believed them.
It took almost a lifetime to prove
that they weren’t  wrong!
their education wasn’t wrong!
their school wasn’t  wrong!

Better days came that year, 1997
The right of a child and rule of law?

As my right and knowledge 

Become a life!

It is ours again.

Opportunities for Youths
GLOBAL CALL FOR TRAINERS

IDEA Youth Forum, Bulgaria 2008

The International Debate Education Association (IDEA) is pleased to announce a global call for trainers for the 14th annual IDEA Youth Forum. 

General information
The IDEA Youth Forum will take place in the Bulgaria between July 23rd and August 5th 2008.

The participants in the Forum will be high-school students (aged 15-19) and their coaches from a wide variety of countries in Europe, Asia, Latin America and Africa. We expect to host about 200 students and 40 coaches. 

The official language of instruction at the Forum will be English. The debate format for the Forum will be Karl Popper Debate and British Parliamentary Debate (for more details on this format please visit www.idebate.org).

CLCWA Nigeria Calls for Trainers
As part of our efforts to expand the programme and afford youths the opportunity to be part of the project. Creating Local Connections in West Africa- Nigeria an initiative of TakingITGlobal is planning a Training of Trainers (ToT) workshop for those who might be interested to replicate our module and curriculum in their various areas of work, especially at the organizational level.

 

This workshop is a 5 day learner-based participatory training that would facilitate the implementation of ICT Capacity building in communities across Nigeria. If you are a youth, and believe in ICT4D, this is an opportunity for you to be certified as a TakingITGlobal ICT trainer and you could use this in all the 5 West African countries implementing CLCWA project.

 The workshop is schedule for the 3rd week of January 2008. More information would be provided after your application has been received and processed.

 

The deadline is on 20th of January, 2008
 

Information about CLCWA is on http://projects.takingitglobal.org/clcwestafrica-nigeria
 

And here is the link for the application form 

http://www.takingitglobal.org/action/projects/download.html/14091.doc
 

Please return your application by eMail through nigeria@takingitglobal.org
 

ANNOUNCING YOUTH & GOOD GOVERNANCE PROGRAM - DESPLAY 2007/2008 COURSE

Youngstars Foundation, Jos , Nigeria with support from the National Endowment for Democracy, NED USA, is glad to announce the call for application from young people across African for our youth and good governance project beginning in January 2008 called DESPLAY. Democracy Series: Participation - Learning and Active Youths (DESPLAY) is a knowledge based and activity oriented youth program that brings together youths from different places to deepen their democracy knowledge and foster active youth participation in good governance processes. Since 2005, DESPLAY has directly trained over 150 youths from Nigeria and Ghana, and over 1000 youths indirectly through her peer education component called Passing it On.
 
To apply:
Download application forms from www.youngstarsfoundation.org  
 
For Further Details:
 
Phone: 
Bola   +234 80 654 798 17
Edwin    +234 80 359 648 95
Toyin +234 80 275 88686    
The Institute for African Development (IAD) Tuition Fellowship Award is a one-year non-renewable and non-extendable fellowship awarded on a competitive basis to graduate students from sub Saharan Africa. Offered on an annual basis, the fellowship covers tuition and fees for one  academic year, but does not cover travel, living, or other expenses associated with studying at Cornell. Recipients of the fellowship need to show additional financial support from other sources to cover travel and living expenses, as well as tuition for additional years of study at Cornell. The candidate has to get admitted to his or her field of study

 at Cornell. For more information, visit 

http://www.einaudi.cornell.edu/AFRICA/funding/tuition.asp 

International Foundation for Science IFS Granting Programme

IFS contribute towards strengthening the capacity of developing countries to conduct relevant and high quality research on the sustainable management of biological resources. This involves the study of physical, chemical, and biological processes, as well as relevant social and economic aspects, important in the conservation, production, and renewable utilization of the natural resources base.The IFS Granting Programme is open for project proposals from developing country scientists who conduct research on the sustainable management of biological resources.

An eligible candidate for an IFS Research grant is

• a citizen of a developing country 

• a scientist with at least a Master's or equivalent degree/research experience 

• under 40 years of age and at the beginning of research career 

• Attached to a university, national research institution or a research-oriented NGO in a developing country. 

For more information, visit www.ifs.se/Programme/granting_programme.asp or contact applications@ifs.se. 

CALL FOR PROPOSALS:  GRANTS FOR DEVELOPING COUNTRY RESEARCHERS STUDYING POVERTY

The Poverty and Economic Policy (PEP) Research Network

 (www.pep-net.org) announces a call for proposals for its 2008 competition, in which up to 29 grants for a total value of $CAN 1,800,000 will be awarded. PEP provides financial and scientific support to teams of developing country researchers studying poverty issues.

Specific objectives are to:

• Better understand the causes and consequences of poverty.

• Propose alternative strategies, policies and programs to reduce poverty.

• Improve the monitoring and measurement of poverty.

• Develop local research (and training) capacity in these areas.

• Develop new concepts and methodologies through fundamental research.

All team members must originate from and reside in a developing country

ICNL-Cordaid Civil Liberties Prize  and Research Awards  

ICNL and Cordaid announce a prize competition to encourage scholarship on the legal and political environment for civil society, with a focus on civil liberties.

Total prize money is $25,000:

•         ICNL-Cordaid Civil Liberties Prize: $15,000

•         Two Distinguished Research Awards: $5,000 each

In addition, selected manuscripts will be published in ICNL’s online International Journal of Not-for-Profit Law.  Scholarship from all regions is welcome. The deadline for submission is January 31, 2008.  

More information is available at www.icnl.org/prize.
EVENTS

1.International Consumer Electronics Show, 

Organizers: The United States Department of Commerce


Date: January 7-10, 2008


Venue: Las Vegas, Nevada, USA

For more information visit www.CESweb.org

2.Second Annual African E-Government Forum

Organizers: Global Youth Forum

Date: March 4-6, 2008


Venue: Kampala, Uganda

For more information contact info@wougnet.org
3. Global Youth Forum on Development 2008

Organizers: Global Youth Forum

Date: April 6-12 2008


Venue: Nairobi, Kenya

For more information contact info@gyfod2008.org
4. Satcom Africa 2008

Organizers: Terrapin 


Date: April 7-10 2008


Venue: Sandton Convention Centre, Johannesburg, South Africa

For more information visit http://www.satcomafrica.com/index.stm
5. VoIP World Africa

Organizers: Terrapin


Date: May 12-15, 2008


Venue: The Michelangelo Hotel, Johannesburg, South Africa

For more information contact terrapinn@terrapinnmedia.com
6. Regional Impact of Information Society Technologies in Africa 

Conference 2008

Organizers: IST-Africa Partners


Date: May 14-16, 2008


Venue: Windhoek, Namibia 

For more information visit www.IST-Africa.org/Conference2008

7. 16th World Congress on Information Technology (WCIT) 2008

Organizers: Multimedia Development Corporation (MDeC)


Date: May 18-22, 2008


Venue: Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

For more information visit www.wcit2008.org

8. 3rd E-Learning Africa Conference

Organizers: eLearning Africa Partners


Date: May 28-30, 2008


Venue: Accra International Conference Centre, Accra, Ghana

For more information visit 

9. Media in Peace Building and Conflict Prevention 

Organizers: DW – MEDIA SERVICES 


Date: June 2-4, 2008


Venue: Bonn, Germany

For more information visit https://www.bonn-region.de/reg_gmf2008.php
CLCWA Nigeria Awards Call for submission

In an effort to recognize, reward and further encourage youth achievement in West Africa, CLC West Africa Nigeria  call for a submission in an ongoing awards process called the West African National Youth Awards. Award competitions will run three times during the project’s implementation, in each country of West Africa, focusing on different areas of accomplishment.  

The categories or areas of accomplishment will evolve around youth artistic expression and social enterprises plan development. The awards process for forms of creative expression – those including written or visual self-expression – will provide award winners with further tools for creative expression. These areas of accomplishment will run simultaneously with those competition surrounding plan development. Social enterprise plan development will receive micro-grants to directly support advancement of the selected plans.

Theme for December

The Rights of every Child to good and Quality Education
 (Youth Media)

In this submission we expect an artistically designed creation that would represent the above theme  through: 

· Digital photography

· Computer-modified photography

· Graphic arts

· Written arts (poems, editorials, stories etc.)

· Video arts

· Web design
Social Enterprise

Under this component, you are expected to submit an initiative or a proposal that is geared towards the monthly theme through: 
A proposal showing how your youth project or your planned initiative will contributes to The Rights of every Child to good and Quality Education  in your community in forms of (dance, visual , photograph, music) etc) 
· -A small youth led local cooperative promoting or wants to promote The Rights of every Child to good and Quality Education  in your communities, through campaigns, and Capacity Building programs.

All artistic submissions should be an expression of youth on an issue that concerns them locally, nationally or internationally. As for social enterprise plans, they should, obviously, be aligned with a community need and should not be uniquely for profit. It has to sustain, its an enterprise but it needs to hold a social component.

This contest is open from December 17, 2007. 

Submissions will be voted on by TakingITGlobal members. A winner will receive a TakingITGlobal prize pack. You must be a TakingITGlobal member, under the age of 30, to participate.
Deadline: January 11, 2008.

Please post entries at least 2 weeks before the deadline to be sure it will arrive in Calabar before the deadline. 

For more information, go to http://projects.takingitglobal.org/clcwestafrica-nigeria/docs
The African Women Millennium Initiative on Poverty and Human Rights

 (AWOMI) invites applications for the 2008 edition of its Young Women Knowledge
 And Leadership Institute (YOWLI) to be held for 4 weeks, June to July 2008

 in Dakar, Senegal.This program will bring together young activists for economic justice

 and economists for an intensive one-month gender-sensitive training on  economics and social justice. Focus will be on human rights framework, analysis  for economic and social policy, formulation, monitoring and accountability. Strategic thinking towards women enhancing their economic and social

 rights for policy change may right to reproductive health and services, right  to water, descent employment, adequate housing, political voice and representation, a life free from violence, information, food and good nutrition, communication for social change, and leadership. The  training will build on participants' capacities while increasing their  confidence and skills needed to advance effective social mobilization in their  countries and at international level.

Message attachments:

<http://files.tiggroups.org/58509/YOWLI_2008_call_for_Applications.doc.word>

   Application deadline - 5th January

Organizational Announcement
Delta Youth Summit, Asaba 2008
18th-19th January 2008

Theme: Exploring the Potential of Youths in Development. 

Venue:People's Club,Beside Lone Palm Hotel Ezenei Avenue,Asaba,Delta State

Summit Focus Areas

This year’s Delta Youth Summit will focus on the state governments three point agenda, the Millennium Development Goals (MDGS), the State Economic Empowerment and Development Strategy (SEEDS) and ICT.

Method of Application

Application forms can be completed online or to request an application form, send an e-mail with the subject “Summit Application” to timmybrowni@yahoo.com

ORGANIZATION (Project) IN FOCUS
Ajegunle.org
Changing Ajegunle, 25 Youths at a Time

Ajegunle is a notorious slum in Lagos, Nigeria, and home to over three (3) million inhabitants from

all the tribes of West Africa. A long-time resident describes Ajegunle as: “a place where you watch your back, and keep at the survival game”. While the name Ajegunle usually evokes thoughts of poverty and crime, the real meaning of the community’s name is "residence of wealth" or “a land of commerce”. However, the only near-sign of this meaningful name is the few (very few, actually) young people who have developed thriving musical or football careers in spite of the harsh living conditions. A community worker who has reinvested much of his time towards youth development in the community is usually quick to mention the high level of prostitution and other social vices

that majority of the Ajegunle youth population are exposed to.

PARADIGM INITIATIVE NIGERIA’S INTEREST

Paradigm Initiative Nigeria (PIN), which started in 2001 as on online volunteer team with the main objective of connecting Nigerian youths with ICT opportunities, is a social enterprise seeking to help deliver ICT for socio-economic opportunities in Nigeria. Having worked with government, civil society, private institutions and international organizations, PIN has set standards in ICT education, telecentre support, ICT applications in rural areas, and other ICT4D interventions in Nigeria. PIN’s expertise includes Consulting, ICT capacity building, Research, Youth-led Social Technopreneurship and Telecenter Support. Following an earlier meeting opportunity with the community, PIN now focuses on exploring the use of Information and Communication Technologies and Entrepreneurship to improve the livelihoods of young people in Ajegunle – through relay training and the promotion

of positive peer pressure.

PROJECT VISION

The vision of Ajegunle.org is: “A new Ajegunle, transformed through the application of

Information Communications Technology and Entrepreneurship opportunities; creating role models

that will drive socio-economic development in the underserved community.”

PROJECT OBJECTIVES

While the overall objective of Ajegunle.org is to create better livelihoods through ICT opportunities, the project’s specific objectives include:

(a) Capacity building for 25 trainees every other month. These youth will be equipped with ICT and Entrepreneurship skills which they will then pass on to other youth, along with starting their own business; (b) Community PC Ownership scheme that will provide an opportunity for trainees to acquire personal computers for

their personal development and business needs; (c) Telecentre development which will explore a sustainable telecentre model (built through the collective effort of project graduates, PIN and the community) that will provide ICT opportunities, and will be easily replicable in other locations.

For more information, please follow this link www.pin.org.ng | www.ajegunle.org
Information piece from YES Nigeria
Advocacy is a set of targeted actions directed at decision makers in support of a specific policy issue.”

 

“Speaking out in support of a cause”
 

Why is Policy Advocacy effective?

 

It ensures that your group position is represented at the start

It enables comprehensive action especially in complex issues that cut across sectors

It is high impact.

It builds alliances that strengthen democracies through principle of participation

 

Why is it good for youth to be Policy Advocates?

 

It engages youth in Governance in an enabling way

Enables them to contribute to national development

Thorough grasp of the existing policies is the strongest starting point for advocacy

Enables youth analyze policies and political agendas from their own perspective

Enables collective action for change

It is an umbrella term that describes various strategies.

It includes: Campaigning, Lobbying, Research/communication, Alliance building

 Advocacy is engagement aimed at bringing about change – A good example is the YES Nigeria Employment Policy Review!
 Be part of the National Employment policy review process don’t be left out. For more information on how to voice out  and contribute to policy change.
Contact : Pamela Braide ( YES Nigeria  Country Coordinator)

miz_pdb@yahoo.com  or visit http://projects.takingitglobal.org/YESNigeria
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Member Stories                     (Donald Henshaw)- Calabar, Nigeria.
  One fascinating thing I have come to discover about God is the way he answers prayers. For instance, when parents pray to God to make their children and family members to be more united, He answers by not putting in them the desire for each other, but by creating opportunities that will make them long for each other.

 My experience in TIG/CLCWA has been one of such. I have always wished to affect lives, especially that of young people around me and consequently prayed to God for finances to enable me actualize my wish. But the Lord answered my prayer by offering me an opportunity as a volunteer with TIG and equally gave me the grace to identify and grasp the opportunity.
Today, I am a proud volunteer and an ICT trainer for CLCWA, and like the saying goes “to teach, is to touch a life forever”.

What else can I say, than “thank you JESUS” for helping me actualize my wish through TIG/CLCWA. 

     CLCWA Nigeria in Focus
CLCWA Nigeria participated in a two day conference put together by the State Coordinator of Akwa Ibom State Mr Aniekan Ekah at Uyo Akwa Ibom State during December. The National Coordinator made a presentation on Youth and ICT’s Challenges/Barriers.

CLCWA Nigeria took part and made presentation during the conference organized by World Youth Alliance held in Calabar. Cross River State on Nov. 29-Dec 2nd, 2007.

CLCWA events:
· Delta youth Summit 2008- 18-19 January 2008
· Peer led ICT Capacity Building  Calabar – January 8-14th,2008

· 1st Training of Trainer workshop Calabar- January 21-25, 2008
· Announcement of the award winner –January 20, 2008
· Facilitate Cross River State Stakeholders forum- Jan 2008
Q&A

· How do I participate in CLCWA Nigeria activities; like awards, national meetings and trainings?

Ans: register on http://projects.takingitglobal.org/clcwestafrica-nigeria/ for updates
· How will my community participate in CLCWA programmes?

Ans: contribute contents for the monthly newsletter and volunteer as a state coordinator

· I want to be an active member, how?

Ans: http://projects.takingitglobal.org/clcwestafrica-nigeria/ Contributes your stories and knowledge on how to make this programme a Nigerian programme. It starts from you.

· I always receives email from clcwa global project, but had not received any from CLCWA Nigeria

Ans: register at http://projects.takingitglobal.org/clcwestafrica-nigeria/
· I will like my organization to be showcase in CLCWA Monthly Newsletter, how?

Ans: send in your contribution to the national implementation team at clcwa-nigeria@hotmail.com, or Nigeria@takingitglobal.org ,last two weeks of the month.

· I want to be a state volunteer Coordinator, how?

Ans: Indicate interest and we’ll work with you.

· Which states or region are the targeted areas for CLCWA in Nigeria?

Ans:  States in Niger Delta




CLCWA Nigeria consolidate on its gains in youth development and Empowerment programmes
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